332                    RUBY MINES DISTRICT

the farther side of that stream, i. e. on its east bank, perennial streams
drain a hilly country of metamorphic rocks.

On the dry tract the vegetation partakes of the scrub-like chaiacter

of the forest of the dry zone, the only bamboo being the my in (Dendro-

calamus strictus), while the trees, except near the river and j/iils, aie

for the most part stunted cutch (Acacia Calechit}.    This is the only

tree of any economic value.    It glows  sparsely now, but must have

been plentiful in the past.    Wherever the dry plain land rises up to

meet the laterite hills there are stretches of indaing or forests in which

the in (Dipterocarpus tnberculatus) is the predominant tree.    Where

the laterite is  modified with clay the forest is mixed  with bamboo

(D. strictu$\  and  the   characteristic  tree  is   the  than  (Terminalia

Oliveri],    As the watershed of the Irrawraddy is reached, the laterite

gives way to metamorphic rocks, and the forest changes to the mixed

deciduous type.    This consists of teak, pyingado^ and deciduous trees

mixed with bamboos.    As the elevation rises, the high evergreen forest

of Burma is encountered, with various species of oaks and chestnuts,

eugenias, Dipterocarpus laevis,   and Fid forming the  upper stratum,

below which are found palms, screw-pines, canes, and bamboos, while

the lowest stratum is composed of shrubs and ferns making a dense

mass of vegetation.    As the elevation increases to 6,000 feet, wild tea

(Camellia theifera] and cinnamon are found, while on the topmost

levels  there  is  no vegetation  except short grass which forms open

plains, while the ridges are covered with pines (Pinus Khasya).    This

is the natural sequence where not modified by the action of man ;

where, however,  taungya-cuiiing has  been  prevalent,   the  evergreen

forests turn into huge savannahs of coarse grass, 8 to 10 feet high in

the rains, which are burnt annually in the hot season.    On the laterite

hills and plateaux to the east of the Irrawaddy-Shweli watershed, the

forests consist of pine indaing jungle, which in Mongmit covers about

i,800 square miles.    On the banks of -the streams, where the soil is

good alluvial loam, pure teak forests of fine quality are met with, or

padauk mixed   with   bamboo.     West  of   the  Shweli   the   ordinary

deciduous mixed forests of Burma are the rule, till, as the elevation

increases, they are displaced  by evergreen vegetation.

Owing to the extent of the natural teak forests, very little systematic
planting has been undertaken, a small taungya of 25 acres being the
only area under plantations in the District. An attempt is being made
to reaffbrest the grass savannahs caused by taungya-cut\.mg in the hills,
by putting down pine seedlings. About 30 acres were so treated ; but
the pines were burnt and destroyed the first year, while in the second
year the growth, though protected, was poor. In 1903-4 the area of
the Forest division was 5,399 square miles, of which 994 square miles
were composed of 'reserved' and 4,405 of unclassed forests. The